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Spoiler Alert 

The Wizard of Oz isn’t really a wizard. He is actually just a circus performer who’s pretend-
ing to be a wizard. And he’s hiding behind the curtain. Also, flying monkeys still scare me 
a little even though I know they’re not real … yet. I have it on good authority that as soon 
as they can get the simian poop-throwing thing fixed, flying monkeys are very high on the 
genetic engineering list of priorities. 

Also, the content of this chapter focuses heavily on the leadership side of the whole 
governing thing, and to get at the dynamics of how it all works, I draw heavily on the sce-
narios of fictional examples and on the real-world actions of totalitarian governments, but 
these extreme situations where governments try to control every aspect of life are just 
exaggerations of what leaders in all governments do. Examining the behavior of a ruthless 
leader who rules with an iron fist even helps explain the actions of democratically elected 
leaders. The chief executive who proposes a budget, members of Congress who work on 
committees, judges who interpret laws, and that annoying school board member who 
would dress up as a banana to get some coverage from the local newspaper—we can best 
understand them all by asking who benefits and how.

A Few Friendly Reminders From  
the National Security Agency
•• Don’t mumble when you talk on the phone.

•• Only use National Security Agency (NSA)-approved abbreviations when texting.

•• Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope with all ransom letters.

•• Use #crimestuff when arranging your getaway.

•• Avoid calling Dari Persian speakers on Thursday. That’s Karl’s day off, and we’re trying to avoid 

hiring a second Dari guy.

•• Google searches should use the American spelling for Uranium Centrifuge.

•• If you’re going to do embarrassing stuff in your bedroom, like you did last Thursday, please toss 

a towel or something over your web cam. None of us wants to see anything like that again.

•• We don’t care if the e-mail is to your illiterate grandmother; learn the difference between there, 
their, and they’re.

•• Your cooperation saves time and tax dollars.




